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accounts of the French Kevolution are almost innumerable, it
is very hard to get information as to the actual life of the
soldiers who fought in the great wars, and as to the
organization of the republican army.

The military policy of the Constituent Assembly has been
already described,1 and its effect in utterly disorganizing the
old royal army of France without substituting an effective
new one. Its excellent work in making the higher ranks of
the service open to all, and its fatal mistakes in weakening
the bonds of discipline have been pointed out, as well as the
natural result that the French army in its transition state was
everywhere defeated2 during the summer of 1792. These defeats
were followed by the overthrow of the king, the meeting of
the Convention, the proclamation of the Republic, and the
victory of Valmy This victory, followed as it was by that of
Jemmappes, by the conquest of Belgium, Mayence, Savoy, and
Nice, seemed to show that the damage done by the policy of
the Constituent Assembly was not so great as might have
been expected, and many republican orators loudly declared
that patriotic enthusiasm could take the place of military
discipline, and that the ardent soldiers of the French Eepublic
would everywhere defeat the paid hirelings of kings. But
statesmen knew better, and understood that the victories of
Dumouriez, Custine, and Montesquiou were the result of the
carelessness of their enemies, of their contempt for the re-
publicans, and of various lucky chances, and they therefore
expected a series of reverses when the allied powers under-
stood how serious the war was in which they were engaged,
and put forth all their strength. They knew that the
successive crowds of national guards, volunteers, and of the
levee en masse, which were despatched to the frontiers could
not be made into soldiers in a moment, and the defeats of the
spring and summer of 1793 showed that they were right. It
has been pointed out that this series of reverses directly led to"
the grant by the Convention of full powers to the Great Com-
mittee of Public Safety, and that this was followed by two
1 Vol. i. chap. xni. pp. 386, 387.          2 Tol. li. chap. in. pp. 77, 78.